COURSE SYLLABUS, 









Photography I
Holland High Art Department 


Ms. Ginnitti, AGinnitti@holland.wnyric.org 
"A knowledge of photography is just as important as that of the alphabet.” 
-Laszlo Moholy-Nagy, Photographer, 1932

What is this class all about? 
Everyone has the capacity to interpret and create images. Participation in this photography class will bring out your innate creativity, it will build on your interpretative and technical skills, and it will enhance your understanding of the power of photography to communicate your unique perspective of the world.

What kind of content will be covered in this class? 
This class is the first part of a 2 part photo sequence.  It will cover five areas of instruction:  Camera applications and functions, image processing in a darkroom, digital image processing using Adobe Photoshop, successful composition strategies, and lighting.  This class will also address photo history, aesthetics, visual literacy, and art criticism.   

What are we going to be working on for a whole semester? 
For each project, we will read, present, and/or listen to information, make our own photographs, discuss our work, write about our photography, and reflect on the projects. We will also work on the following: 

•
personal photography projects,
•
film processing,

•
printing in a darkroom,
•
capture, display, edit, storage, output of digital imagery, 

•
the creation and maintenance of a photography portfolio,  

•
individual and class-wide critiques, 

•
group exhibitions, 

•
small and large group discussions, 

•
research projects, 

•
lots and lots of collaboration. 

What kinds of skills will you gain from this class? 
Through participation in this course, you will not only gain part of the art credit that you need to graduate but you will also: 

· Know how to use various features of the camera to have creative control of your photographs. 

· Be able to decide what type of lighting to use in a given situation to produce optimum results. 

· See how photographic composition can make or break a photograph 

· Be able to use darkroom equipment to develop film and prints.

· Understand how to use photo editing software to improve the overall appearance of images

What will you need for the class? 
It's simple. As long as we can work together to take care of the supplies (computers, scanners, printers, and paper) almost all your materials will be provided for you. The only things you will need (asap) are: 

· Access to a digital camera is essential! (Both Compact Digital Cameras or SLR Digital cameras are acceptable) 
· 3 ring binder ( 1 ½ “)
· Clear pocket pages for 3 ring binder

· Flash Drive to save and take home your digital work (or Drop Box – a free online storage database)

· Box of photographic paper from the bookstore (around $25)
How should you expect to be graded? 
There are no surprises as far as grades are concerned in this class. You can expect to be graded on the following things... 

•
Your general participation in discussions and during studio work time. 

•
The quality of your photography projects and portfolio. 

•
How well you keep up with your assignments. 

•
Your performance working in the darkroom and with the classroom computers and equipment. 

•
Project rubrics. 

•
Self-evaluations and reflections. 

•
Thoughtful critiques. 

•
District wide and local exhibitions. 

•    And (of course) your effort! 
The grading breakdown looks like this: 

	Studio Artwork/Projects: 60%
	Homework/Classwork: 30%
	Participation: 10%

	Your grade on all your major projects will be assigned based on a rubric that you will receive with each project.

All finished projects and rubrics will be in the classroom for the length of the course. You will be able to take home all artwork at the end of the year.

Students will be allowed to resubmit projects/assignments ONLY if the assignment was originally submitted on time and showed a significant amount of time and effort.  
	This will include photography assignments, project research, Photoshop tutorials, etc.

When homework is assigned, it is expected to be turned in ON TIME. 


	Participation points will be assigned based on critique participation, discussions, notes, effort and productivity during class.  You will also be assessed on your ability to keep the darkroom and classroom clean.  


What should you expect from Ms. Ginnitti?

· A variety of challenging projects using different media and skills

· Clear instructions and demonstrations for using the materials and doing the projects

· Encouragement and guidance in evaluating your own and your peers’ work constructively 

· A clear grading policy and frequent formal or informal progress reports

· Respect for your input, ideas, and personal interests

What is expected of you in the photo studio? 
Let's be honest, the following should be so easy for you. But, so we are all on the same page at the start of a new school year, here it is... 

· Be Respectful: Every student has the right to a safe and secure classroom; you do not have the right to impede or jeopardize that in any way. Be respectful of yourself, your environment, your fellow classmates, and your teacher. Treat others the way you want to be treated. 
· Be Responsible: The Oxford Dictionary defines responsible in this way: “Liable to be called into account. 2: morally accountable for one’s action, capable of rational conduct.” Act rationally; choose wisely. Recognize your own role in building a fun and productive community of learners. Understand there will be consequences, both good and bad, for your actions. 
· Be Safe: Think about where you are and whom you are with. We must guarantee against harm or injury to another. Think. Ask yourself is it worth it? Would I want this done to me? Do not tolerate any behavior that takes away from the safety of this classroom. 
· Be Cooperative: Time and again you will be asked to do something that you may not like or think is worthless. Be mature; work through it. You may find that “getting there” is half the fun. Our world demands that you work well with others. Think—choose wisely. 
· Be A Worker: Do your job! Challenge yourself to be productive. You are here; use your time wisely. 
· Be Peaceful: Here again, The Oxford Dictionary defines peace as: “Freedom from disorder. 2a: quiet; tranquility, 2b: serenity. 3: a mental calm.” Simply put, be kind to each other—exercise self-control.
· DO NOT Cheat: Cheating means that a student is not completing an assignment or project honestly and completely. It is not cheating if you help someone, but he/she must do all the actual work themselves.  So do yourself a favor… help each other LEARN, not cheat.   Cheating will lead to a zero on the assignment.  
· DON’T plagiarize: Plagiarism is a form of cheating in which a student directly copies words, unique ideas, or images from other sources and claims them to be their own.  You’ll never get anywhere in life without your own original thoughts.  Plus, you’ll get a zero in this class!  
· BE CREATIVE WITHOUT HESITATION: Think of this room as a studio, not a classroom. Studios are for the exploration of art making. No one is perfect. Do not be shy or ever embarrassed to share your ideas. There is no better place than a safe classroom to be fearless with your creativity! 

Other expectations you should know about:

· Sign out when you leave the room and have your passbook signed. 

· Keep all your belongings off of the tables when in class. They can be stored under the table so they are out of the way. 

· Be on time!   

· Keep your cell phones in your locker.

· Keep the darkroom and general classroom area clean and free of clutter.  

· No food or drink is allowed in the classroom during photo class. 

· If you finish early, you have the following options:

· Work on artwork of your choice,

· Edit some of your photography,

· Visit the magazine rack in the room for some project inspiration

· Volunteer to clean/organize classroom materials/tools.

· Please do not attempt to do homework or study for other classes during Art Class. 
What happens if you find it difficult to do what is expected of you?

Here are the consequences you can expect beyond your first verbal reminder…

Student conference ( seat change ( parent contact ( loss of privileges and/or materials ( reduction of grade ( clean-up duty ( detention ( office referral.
Please answer the following questions before handing this back in for credit. 
1. What are your expectations of yourself in this class? 

2. What are your expectations of me? 

3. Please set a goal for yourself. 

4. Is there anything you have a question about or disagree with in this syllabus? (Now's your chance!) 

5. What are you are excited to do or learn about during your photography class this semester? 

Please sign below acknowledging that you understand what the expectations are and that you plan to do everything in your power to make the studio space an enjoyable environment. 

x (Print name): _________________________________________________________ 

x (Signature): _________________________________________________________ 

I have signed below in order to acknowledge that I will support you throughout the year and will enforce the expectations without tolerating any misguided behaviors. 

x ______A. Ginnitti__________________________________________________

REMEMBER: 
•
Photography is about light: Learn to look for it, observe it, and capture it. 

•
Your vision of the world is unique! 

•
You are a photographer, and you have control over your images. The harder you work, the more control you’ll have. 

•
Always take credit for your images, whether they are intentional or ‘lucky accidents.’ 

•
Learn from mistakes and try to reproduce ‘lucky accidents.’ 

•
Think critically about your pictures and learn to talk about your work. 
